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Go Crystal Tears: the Art of Melancholy

The quiet introspection of melancholy was 

often associated with creativity in the past, 

especially in the 16th and 17th centuries, when 

significant treatises, music and art were 

dedicated to this condition. The lecture will 

explore the response of artists and musicians 

to this, and will include the live performance of 

several pieces of lute music. 

Adam Busiakiewicz is an Art Historian, lutenist and lecturer. After completing his Bachelor’s Degree 

in History at UCL in 2010 he held the position of Head of Historical Interpretation (curator) at Warwick 

Castle. He left the castle in 2013 after winning a full AHRC studentship to pursue a Master’s Degree in 

Fine and Decorative Art at the Sotheby’s Institute of Art, London. He is currently pursuing his 

doctorate in Art History at Warwick University after winning a CADRE Postgraduate Scholarship in 

2017. 

Earlier in December 2014 he became the youngest Guide Lecturer at the Wallace Collection, where 

he regularly gives talks, tours and lectures to both public and professional audiences. He has also 

given lectures at the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square, London, and is organising a series of talks 

there on the lute in paintings in 2018.


